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	Declaration of Use form – mulch/green waste (Committees of Management - CoMs)
Environment Protection Act 2017 and Environment Protection Regulations 2021
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This is a declaration by a waste (including mulch) generator and waste (including mulch) receiver for lawful receipt of mulch or green waste materials pursuant to Environment Protection Regulations 2021, regulation 64(4). The waste/mulch producer-supplier completes this form and both producer-supplier and receiver must sign it. This form is not to be used for waste that is a reportable priority waste or if the activity requires an EPA permission.
	A Declaration of Use (DoU) is a legal instrument and authorises the safe use, storage and recovery of materials from low-risk wastes (including mulch).
A DoU mulch or green waste only applies where mulch or green waste is to be used, processed for use or stored for application to land for “beneficial reuse” (see definition below in Glossary/Definitions).
The Third party DoU form is to be used where:
· [bookmark: _Hlk176340390]a CoM imports (receives) mulch or green waste that has been generated off the “Crown land estate” (outside the CoM’s reserves) from a third-party generator/supplier, or
· a Committee of Management (CoM) generates mulch or green waste and exports it off the “Crown land estate” (outside the CoM’s reserves) to a third-party receiver.
This form is to be completed by the mulch or green waste “generator” from Part A through to Part F. Potential risks need to be communicated to the receiver of the material, a checklist of these is provided in Part E. Corresponding “risk management controls” are to be implemented by the receiver, a checklist of these is provided in Part F. The receiver then confirms they have read and understood this form and will implement risk controls in Part G. So in summary, when a CoM gets mulch or green waste delivered, the supplier completes A-F in the form and the CoM completes F and G.



	Glossary/Definitions

	Application to land
	Application to soil of mulch or green waste for a beneficial purpose such as weed suppression, maintaining soil moisture, soil erosion protection, soil enhancement, landscaping or amenity purposes.

	Beneficial reuse 
	The use of uncontaminated organic materials (mulch, green waste and compost) on land for useful purposes such as weed suppression, maintaining soil moisture, soil erosion protection, soil enhancement, landscaping or amenity purposes.

	Mulch or green waste
	Includes:
· chipper mulch generated from shrubs, trees and other vegetation
· woody shrub, tree residues (branches, logs, bark, roots)
· grass and lawn clippings or residues

	Third party
	A person, other than a DEECA employee or CoM member or employee that generates, supplies or receives mulch or green waste.

	Transaction
	The act of transferring control of mulch or green waste from the waste generator/supplier to the waste receiver.

	Transporter 
	Person who transports mulch/green waste from the generator/supplier to the receiver. The waste transporter is responsible to ensure that mulch/green waste is transported securely and safely. The generator of the waste can also be a transporter. 

	Mulch/waste generator
	Person responsible for producing/supplying the mulch or green waste.

	Mulch/green waste receiver
	Person wanting the mulch or green waste for application to land for beneficial purposes and will be responsible for managing risks to human health and the environment from the mulch or green waste.

	Mulch/waste transporter 
	Person who transports mulch/green waste from the generator to the receiver.  This may be through DEECA staff or through an external contractor such as a transport company.  The waste transporter is responsible to ensure that mulch/green waste is transported in accordance with the risk mitigation measures identified in this form.



	PART A: Mulch or green waste generator details (details of who has produced/supplied the mulch or green waste)

	Company name:


	Company address:

	ABN:


	Name (person)
	

	Business address 
	(if different to company address)

	Telephone
	

	Email
	



	PART B: Mulch or green waste receiver details (where the mulch or green waste is to go)

	CoM name:


	Contact address of CoM:

	ABN (if known):


	Name (person)
	

	Position
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	

	Reserve/site name receiving the mulch or green waste
	

	Site address 
	(If different to CoM address)

	Location within reserve/site
	



	PART C:  Mulch or green waste details

	Waste type 
	Commercial garden & landscaping organics that do not contain any physical or chemical contamination (Waste Code K300)

	Detailed description of mulch or green waste (Main components, how/why it was generated)
	

	Where was the mulch or green waste generated? (Address)
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk83030584]What will the mulch or green waste be used for? (Supplier’s presumption of use)
	☐
	Erosion control  

	
	☐
	Weed control

	
	☐
	Soil moisture retention

	
	☐
	Landscaping

	
	☐
	Amenity 

	
	☐
	Playground soft fall

	
	☐
	Other (Please specify)




	Part D – Consignment details (i.e. movement and volume of the waste) 

	Volume and frequency of load delivery
	Single delivery

___________________________
Total estimated amount (m3)
	 ________________________
Date dd/mm/yyyy

	
	Multiple deliveries (up to a maximum of 12 months)

____________________________
Estimated amount (m3)

____________________________
Estimated amount (m3)

____________________________
Estimated amount (m3)

____________________________
Estimated amount (m3)

____________________________
Total estimated amount (m3)
	________________________
Date dd/mm/yyyy

________________________
Date dd/mm/yyyy

________________________
Date dd/mm/yyyy

________________________
Date dd/mm/yyyy






	Part E: Potential risks of harm (what could happen)

	Human and Environmental 
	Checklist of Potential Risks 

	What are the risks to human health from using the mulch/ green waste?

This is a checklist of potential risks.
	· Large stockpile of an inappropriate height creating fall or collapse risks
· Large stockpile that is likely to ignite through spontaneous combustion
· Generation of fungal spores/bacteria through natural degradation processes causing respiratory harm.
· Stored at a location that is susceptible to vandalism (i.e. fire ignition) 
· Unsecured load creating road hazards or litter during transport
· Other (Please specify)
_______________________________________________________

	Any risks to the environment from using the waste?

This is a checklist of potential risks.
	· Potential for other waste materials in mulch/green waste (beyond plant waste) causing the material to be unsuitable for reuse due to contamination from a foreign source
· Potential weed or seed contamination in mulch/green waste resulting in a new weed problem at the receiving location
· Potential Phytophthora cinnamomi or other pathogens in mulch/green waste resulting in the spread of pathogens to the receiving area
· Mulch/green waste stored too close to natural waterway or stormwater drains resulting in material or contaminated stormwater entering a waterway resulting impacts to aquatic life
· Mulch or green waste stored or spread in areas with significant vegetation, sensitive or endangered species habitats resulting in the death or impairment of the vegetation
· Other (Please specify)
_______________________________________________________





	Part F: Risk mitigation (what you need to do to manage or control the risk)

	Human and environmental 
	Mitigation (These controls must be considered and tick those that apply). Committees of management can rely on the Supplier/Generators assurances in Part G for items a) b) c)

	Control measures 
(Tick relevant measures

	
	

	
	☐
	a) Mulch or green waste must be sourced from an area free of pest plants and must not include pest plants or any other organic or inorganic contaminating material.

	[bookmark: _Hlk177022713]
	☐
	b) [bookmark: _Hlk177101373][bookmark: _Hlk177101288]Mulch or green waste must not be transported from known Phytophthora cinnamomi areas to areas without a history of Phytophthora cinnamomi.

	
	☐
	c) Secure mulch/green waste during transport by using tarps to prevent material becoming litter or generating road hazards.

	
	☐
	d) Ensure mulch/green waste is stored in a location where the material or runoff cannot enter drains or waterways.

	
	☐
	e) Ensure stored mulch/green waste pile does not exceed 3m in height and 5m width and 5m depth to reduce fire and fall risks.

	
	☐
	f) Where possible, store the mulch/green waste in a manner that will reduce opportunities for vandalism

	
	☐
	g) Wear PPE (mask, safety glasses, gloves) while moving or applying mulches to land to reduce fungal spore inhalation and skin contact.

	
	☐
	h) [bookmark: _Hlk177020873]Ensure mulch/green waste is not applied over or on areas that has significant vegetation or sensitive/endangered species habitats.

	
	☐
	i) Other controls (Please specify)
_________________________________________________________




	Part G: Declaration
This DoU is not valid until both the waste supplier/generator and waste receiver have signed this form and must occur at the time of the transaction.

	Mulch or Green Waste Supplier/Generator
	Mulch or Green Waste Receiver

	I _____________________________________ [person name] of __________________________________[name of company] declare that…
	I _____________________________________ [person name] of ______________________________________________[name of CoM] declare that…

	I am the person in management or control of the production of the mulch or green waste.
All information related to the risks of harm to human health and the environment from the mulch or green waste and how to minimise those risks, so far as reasonably practicable has been provided.
The mulch or green waste consists only of organic mulch or green waste and does not contain any other waste or materials (physical or chemical contamination) that would make the mulch or green waste a reportable priority waste (transport).
	I am the person in management or control of the place or premises at which the mulch or green waste is to be received.
The place or premises at which the mulch/green waste is to be received is suitable to use the mulch/waste, as specified in this form, and the required controls described in Part F of this form have or will be implemented.
Based on information provided by the generator/supplier, the mulch/green waste consists only of organic mulch or green waste and does not contain any other waste or materials (physical or chemical contamination) that would make the mulch or green waste a reportable priority waste.

	Signed: 
	
	Signed: 
	

	Date:
	
	Date:
	



EPA states both the generator and receiver must retain a copy of the completed and signed DoU form for 2 years from the date on which it was made, however DEECA recommends 5 years in the event contamination is identified more than 2 years following distribution. EPA Penalties apply for non-compliance.
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This is a declaration by a waste  (including mulch)  generator and waste  (including mulch)  receiver for lawful receipt of  mulch or green waste materials pursuant to  Environment Protection Regulations 2021 , regulation 64(4).   The  waste /mulch   producer - supplier   completes this form and both producer - supplier   and receiver must sign it.   This form  is not to be used for waste that is a   reportable priority waste   or  if  the activity  requires an  EPA permission .  

A Declaration of Use (DoU) is a  legal instrument and authorises the safe use, storage and recovery of materials  from low - risk wastes   (including mulch) .   A   DoU mulch or green waste only applies where mulch or green waste is to be used, processed for use or stored  for application to land for  “ beneficial reuse ” (see definition below in Glossary/Definitions) .   The  Third party DoU   form  is to be   used where :      a CoM  imports   (receives) mulch or green waste that has been generated  off the  “ Crown land  estate ”  ( outside the CoM’s reserves)   from a  third - party   generator /supplier , or      a Committee of Management (CoM)  generates mulch or green waste  and exports it  off the  “Crown land  estate” (outside the CoM’s reserves)  to a third - party receiver .   This form is to be completed by the mulch or green waste  “ generator ”   from  Part A   through to  Part F .  Potential  risks  need to   be   communicated to the receiver of the material , a checklist of these is provided in  Part E .   Corresponding   “ risk management controls ”   are to be  implemented by the receiver , a checklist of these is provided  in  Part F . The  r eceiver   then  confirms they have read and understood this form and  will  implement risk controls in  Part G .  So in summary, when a CoM gets mulch or green waste delivered, the supplier completes A - F in the form  and the CoM completes F and G.  

 

Glossary/Definitions  

Application to land  Application to soil of mulch or green waste for a beneficial purpose such as weed suppression,  maintaining soil moisture, soil erosion protection, soil enhancement, landscaping or amenity  purposes.  

Beneficial reuse   The use of uncontaminated organic materials (mulch, green waste and compost) on land for  useful purposes such as weed suppression, maintaining soil moisture, soil erosion protection,  soil enhancement, landscaping or amenity purposes.  

Mulch or green waste  Includes:      chipper mulch generated from shrubs, trees and other vegetation      woody shrub, tree residues (branches, logs, bark, roots)      grass and lawn clippings or residues  

Third party  A person, other than a  DEECA   employee  or CoM member or employee  that generates , supplies   or receives  mulch or  green waste.  

Transaction  The act of transferring control of mulch or green waste from the waste generator /supplier   to the  waste receiver.  

Transporter   Person who transports mulch/green waste from the generator /supplier   to the receiver. The  waste transporter is responsible to ensure that mulch/green waste is transported securely and  safely. The generator of the waste can also be a transporter.   

Mulch/w aste generator  Person responsible for producing /supplying   the mulch or green waste .  

