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Description automatically generated]Requirements for Mulches and Green Wastes
DEECA Information Sheet for Committees of Management (CoMs) September 2024
Background
Before mulches/green wastes are received at a Crown land reserve managed by a committee of management (CoM), generators/suppliers of the mulch must ensure that the mulch is:
· not contaminated with other substances such as plastics or metals.
· free from weed and weed seed contamination. 
· not generated from green waste which had potential diseases or pathogens such as Phytophthora cinnamomi or cinnamon fungus.
· to the required specifications (size) as agreed
To ensure the above, and to track the source of mulches being received at CoM locations, DEECA requires completion of a Declaration of Use (DoU) form. This form requires input and signed declarations from both the mulch/green waste supplier and the CoM.
[bookmark: _Hlk177025964]Declaration of Use (DoU) under the Environment Protection Act 2017
[bookmark: _Hlk167351598]In accordance with the Environment Protection Act 2017, EPA Victoria have provided guidance around the use of Declaration of Use (DoU) forms. See: https://www.epa.vic.gov.au/for-business/waste/declaration-of-use.
A Declaration of Use (DoU) is a legal instrument and authorises the safe use, storage and recovery of materials from low-risk wastes. Mulch and green waste fall into this category. DEECA now requires suppliers of mulch and green wastes to comply with DoU requirements.
EPA has developed a general DoU form and this has been adapted for use for mulch/green waste being delivered to CoM sites. The form is available from the CoM’s section of the DEECA website at: https://www.deeca.vic.gov.au/boards-and-governance/committees-of-management
It is recommended this form is used for mulch supply to CoM sites as it contains information on risks and control measures as well as recording fields specifically required by DEECA for record keeping of mulch and green waste supplies.
Note, this form is not to be used for:
· any activity requiring an EPA permission
· soil to be applied to land, or
· aggregates or fill material (these and soil applications to land require a determination, a different type of tool under the Environment Protection Act 2017).
Further information and assistance
If you require further information and advice from a DEECA staff member, please contact contaminatedland@deeca.vic.gov.au 
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